Texto introductorio sobre
Los indocumentados: La arquitectura
de la detencion migratoria

Introduction text about Undocumented:
The Architecture of Migrant Detention

Durante este tiempo, mas de 100.000 per-
sonas fueron encarceladas en Canad§, sin
imputacién de cargos ni juicio y sin un final a
la vista. En Canad4, la inmigracién se consi-
dera un asunto de derecho administrativo, en
vez de penal, del mismo modo en que recibir
una multa de estacionamiento constituye una
infraccién administrativa. Esto significa que
las personas recluidas en los centros de de-
tencion —hasta un tercio de ellas en “camas
alquiladas” en las carceles de maxima segu-
ridad- estdn detenidas sin cargos ni juicio.
Algunos eran trabajadores migrantes, dete-
nidos después de que no se renovaran sus
permisos; algunos eran refugiados cuya iden-
tidad no pudo ser confirmada en los lugares
a los que huyeron; algunas eran trabajadoras
domésticas arrestadas en un control de iden-
tificacion aleatorio cuando tomaban el trans-
porte publico. Son muchas las historias, y las
voces comparten un mismo hilo conductor, de
personas pobres y trabajadores, en gran parte
del sur global, de las “naciones méas oscuras”.

Esto incluye a los nifios que se encuentran de-
tenidos o que han sido separados indefinida-
mente de sus cuidadores. Esta es la realidad
de la detencion de inmigrantes en Canada,
una realidad que se hace violentamente invi-
sible. Los migrantes son detenidos principal-
mente porque son indocumentados. Asimis-
mo, estos lugares de detencidén apenas dejan
rastro: los planos y las fotos son clasificados
y el acceso es extremadamente limitado. Los
centros de detencion tampoco cuentan con
documentacién.

La “novela gréafica” de no ficcién documenta
la banalidad y la violencia de la arquitectura en
contraste con las historias de resistencia diaria
entre los inmigrantes detenidos. El 17 de sep-
tiembre de 2013, 191 detenidos en el Centro
Correccional Central East en Lindsay, Ontario,
realizaron la mayor accién colectiva conocida
entre los detenidos por inmigracion en Canada.
Se rehusaron a entrar en sus celdas, a comer,
a asistir a las audiencias de revision de deten-
cién para poner fin a la detencion indefinida.

Es importante tener en cuenta este ultimo pun-
to. Contrariamente a la imagen de amor por los
derechos humanos y por los inmigrantes que
le gusta vender, Canadé practica la detencién
arbitraria e indefinida: no hay limites de tiempo.
Algunos habian estado recluidos durante casi
una década en centros de maxima seguridad,
sin imputacién de cargos ni juicio.

A partir de esta huelga que tuvo lugar en 2013,
surgié una campafia nacional que hacia un
llamado a poner fin a la detencion indefinida,
de la cual yo hice parte. Esta obra se basa, en-
tonces, en ese trabajo de organizacién colec-
tiva de la época, dirigido por No One is lllegal
(Toronto) y la End Immigration Detention Ne-
twork, y todos los ingresos provenientes del li-
bro se destinaran a la organizacién del trabajo
en solidaridad con los migrantes detenidos.

En este contexto, Undocumented explora los
centros de detencion de migrantes en Cana-
d4, un sector importante del complejo indus-
trial penitenciario del norte global, y cuestiona
el papel del disefio arquitecténico en el con-
trol y gestion de los migrantes en dichos espa-
cios. Desde el plan maestro hasta las perillas
de cada celda, se toman decisiones de disefio
y dichas decisiones se materializan y tienen
consecuencias humanas. Este libro es un
mosaico investigativo basado en testimonios
de los detenidos —que mapea los espacios en
donde fueron detenidos y los procesos por
los que pasaron-, solicitudes de Acceso a la
Informacién, guias de disefio arquitecténico y
requisitos internacionales sobre detencién y
més. En conjunto, la investigacion, de la que
aqui se presentan unos fragmentos, muestra
el disefio de un centro de detencién utilizan-
do un programa de modelado arquitectoéni-
co, a partir del cual se crearon estos dibujos.
Es una obra de ficcién basada en la realidad.

Mediante el uso de las herramientas arquitec-
ténicas convencionales de representacion, tra-
té de situar, espacializar y confrontar las voces
silenciadas de los detenidos y los individuos
anénimos que disefian espacios de encierro.
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Este extracto es del libro, Los
indocumentados: La arquitectura

de la detencién migratoria (The
Architecture Observer 2014, Ad Astra
Comix 2017), que surgié del trabajo
e investigacién sobre la justicia
migrante y los centros de detencion
canadienses entre 2006 y 2013.

An undocumented woman seeks sheltec while fleeing domestic violence, a mother attempts to
enroll her non- status child in primary fchool, a farled refugee clamant- gestoa, food bank,
an overstayed visiter walks info a medical clinic. For undocumented people in a eity simply
carrying out one’s daily life is a challeme t borders that every Jay threalen defention and
deportation.

We live in an era of unprecedented human migration. Mass migrafioq (or mass diplacement)

18 both a protess and a condition, driven by global capitalism, neo-coloni alism, war and
imperialism, and environmenta| destruction. Borders, material and immatenal ones, are
prvliféraﬁfy around and between ys.

A's the werld has become bordecless fo “fows” of capital | fhe movemen! cf migran/ bodies
15 restrieted as rever before, And so, millions of pugrants live precarious lives as precarious
labourecs as rfugecs, and as undocumented pegple.

M iﬂranh‘ _journeys are common ly portrayed as /inear pregressions From home to hosl nations,

but in reality Ihey are replete with inferruptions and J:‘Jamfimiﬁer‘ °‘“‘Pj"‘ﬁ Ppaces of
hiding, waiting, diversion, escape, settlement, and return - spaces which are lagely invisible
1o the public. Among Fhese are spaces used for mass detention and Jeporf ation.

In thes pages you will find an incomplete view info +he world of m;\'gran-/-dff(n‘/‘r'vn in
Canada, ¢xplored o scales ddcendug from physica | /and:cq,oer Jo the hyan ,AD[/y. This

illustrated documertacy isan ongoing project developed through reading, listening | organising,

writing, J'""’fﬂﬁ ,and imaqiniag. The stories are boyrowed from he lived wperiences of
anonymous individeals and all ﬁ'juru are faken from offrcial Seucees.

fo the people who have resisted, and continue fo resiss, borders everyshere.
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This buitding isa maze and you are forced to march thyou b .
Following an intake Sequence for arrivals, you face a complex set

burlding ic a processing machine, you are the input, and the output,

of Stations Jor observation, venfication, and neutralization. This
a detainee 1o be deported.

inhabi fation
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Conteolled space

where those who are deemed

¢
)

tim

undesirable and angenus are. cqged. In a securitized world, the gafed community mirrors the defenton contre, the

micro-condominium isn'F So different from the all, they are sites of exclugion and seclusion. Somepimes it’s difficult fo

Spaces of incarceration just may be te mass (wareyhousing solution of our
fell who is being protected from whom.
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COMMON AREA

CREACION

PIMENSION: 7.3 X €5 M = p2.1 MP

WALLS: REINFORCED CONCRETE BLOCK
FLOORS: SEALED CONCRETE

CEILING- DETENTION CEILING

DOORS: HOLLOW METAL W/VISION PANEL
GLAZING: 7/)6" GLASS CLAD POLTCARBONATE
PLUMBING: FLOOR DRAIN

HVAC: TYPICAL W/EXHAUST

LIGHTING: RECESSED FLUORESCENT

SECURITY: ELECTRONIC ACCESS CONTROL, VIDED
SURVEILLANCE: ABILITY FOR LOCK DOWN
COMMUNICATIONS = N/A

NOTE: CAPACITY OF 16 N DOUBLE BUNKS, 7 PRAWERS
PER DETAINEE

DIMENSION® 65 X B85 M = 723 M?

WALLS: REINFORCED CONCRETE BLOCK
FLOORS: SEALED (ONCRETE

CEILING: GYPSUM BOARD

DOORS: HOLLOW METAL W/VISION PANEL
GLAZING: 7/16" GLASS (LAD POLYCARRONATE
PLUMBING: FLOOR DRAIN

HUAC = TYPICAL WIEXHAYST

LIGHTING * RECESSED FLUORESCENT

SECURITY: FLE CTRONIC ACCESS CONTROL , VIDEQ
SURVEI LLANCE

(OMMUNICATIONS: NiA

NOTE: COMMON AREA W/COLOVUR TELEVISION W/
OPTIONAL: PRAYER AND LIBRARY AREA

MINIMUM SIZE: 19 X 19 M = 36 M
WALLS: REINFORCED CONCRETE BLOCK
FLODRS: SEALED (ONCRETE

CENLING: GYPSUM BOARD

DOORS: N/A

GLAZING® 7/16” GLASS CLAD POLYCARBUNATE
PLUMBING: N/A

HVAC: TYRICAL W/EXHAUST

LIGHTING: RECESSED FLUORESCENT
SECURITY: VIDEO SURYEILLANCE
COMMUNICATIONS: 32° ARMOURED (ORD HANDSET
NOTE: 30 MIN. NON- CONTACT VISITATION
ACLOMMODATE 10 PERCENT oF DETAINEES

MINIMUM SIZE: 3.0 X 36 M = 90 M?
WALLS: REINFORCED (ONCRETE BLOCK
FLOORS: SEALED CONCRETE

CE[LING: GTPSUM BOARD

DOORS: HOLLOW METAL WHVISON PAMEL
GLATING : N/A

PLUMBING: KA

HVAC > TYPICAL W/EX HAUST

LIGHTING: RECESSED FLUORESCENY
SECURITY: VIDED SURVEILLANCE
COMMUNICATIONS: N/A

NOTE? ATTORNEY VISITING R0OM
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How do land:ca/’ef and ghjects, bodies and parrafves puild space and make architecture?
How does architecture iaflict violence on human bodves ard mfna’g onty our physim/ entr ronment?
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Qi &5 B O

This was the firct thing she
said when she was relegsed-

Instad, itis a

You can never wholly grasp /%,

sequence of fragments.
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Inside, they never lct you Jee the horizon.* a

Yyou lose Yyodr ident ’D’ vor and qu.e‘H’ wd.

SBATED ON DESCRFTION BY SVSAN ARFNBERS INTBRYIEWED BY BRETT CTORY IN (8L IDEAS “ALDNE INSISE® (200F)
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Acwrd{ng tv Coprections
: . Canada, solitary confine ment -
He was put in ftﬂfzjaﬁon. is euphemistically calfed O
“administrative seqregation’
used o ensure fhe "Safdy of LONG-TERM CARE MULT. 0CCUPANCY LONG - TERM CARE SINGLE RooM
all inmates, staff, and pisitors,” A= QIMYPERSON A = (LZM7PERSON
rather than Jor puridive reasons v = [BIMYPERSON V= 218W/PERSON
s pumn ‘ NATURAL LIGHT = 09M7/PERSON NATURAL LIGHT = 11M/PERSON
In the conwl of bedies,
architectute manages sk, so that
fhe system never has 4o confront
the aggregated power of inmates. ﬂ
O

O 5 %3
RESIDENTIAL SINGLE ROO

RESIDENTIAL MULTIPLE 0CCUTANCY

A = GOWYIERSON A = 40oM*/PERSON
v~ &T-11.7M3/PERSON V= 58-T8M}/PERSON

! NATURAL WLGHT = 0.3MY/PERSON NATURAL LIGHT = 0.2M*PERSON
DR, EGRESS WINDOW 0.T62M WIDE OR EGRESS WINDOW 0.TbZM WIDE

! (2009)

&+ CAMPLUNITER NATIONS Hi6A [oMMIsaoNER For, FEFUGEES ‘A NANDY GUICE To UNHCR EMERGENCY STANDARDS AND INDIATORS (2006)

Privonecs held iﬂpro/angcJ
Segregation speak abouf fhe ﬁz/irﬂ
of merginy wrth the walls

ENFORCEMENT € PESIGN STAMDARDS FoR IMNIGRATION AND CUSTOMS pqrazca\au\"[zop'[)

WATER SANITATION, HYGIENE AND HABITAT N PRISONS (2008)

RESIDENTIAL SINGLE
ROOM DWELLING

- - g 0 - v -

OTH: WAKE V O A = 26M*/PERSON
V = 315 - 50TMYPERSON
[solated for 4p to 23 hours a day ) NATURA LIGHT = 23M/PERSON
pfﬂl’zfﬁﬂj Wyﬂ Communicate ZZH L'GHTS OUT
with otter defainees Hnmgh +the where ke diskinction
walfs, ‘H’”’"‘ﬂl’ tolet pipes, 9’”}"&"’5‘; betuween an individual’s
¢9L walec. Jn 0173, &cz’.?]’orma saw boa’y and se)f becomes

its largest hunger ke of 30,000 Indistinuishable
inmates in solitary. This mass acbor '
was organized over years o such

JHolen conversabions. Hrom He iadividual cell ifself. )

RESIDENTIAL SINGLE ROOM DWELLING
- ADVOCATED FOR ROOMING HOUSES
A = |4MY PERSEN

V = 20,2 - 213W/PERSON

NATURAL LIGHT = 0.TM™PERSON

5. LONE-YERM CARE:MINISTRY OF WEALTH AND LONG- TERM CARE ‘(ONG-TERM CARE HOME DESIGN MANUAL'

- MGRATION DETENTION : US DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURRY AND US IMAIGRATION AND CUSToMS

2. PRISON: INTERNATIONAL CONMITTEE OF THE RED CRoSS
3. GENERAL:JULIWS PANERD AND MARTIN ZELNIK "HUNAN PINEXSIONS AND INTERWE SPACE® (197T9)

4. HONSMNG:CITY oF TORDNTO 'TORGNTD MUNICIPAL (0PE. PROFERTY STANDARDS' (ZoW)

SOURCE

“LISA GVENTHER, INTERVIEWED BY BRETY STedY IN (BC IDEAS "ALONE WEINE™ (2013)

The bare minimum defines what is “habitable {—@L’:,-—__————-j axanontlric
/] 1] Em v 1 S
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Acwording 15 the Infernational Red Cress,

2

$he mine mum habitable space for an ncavcerated individual ;s measured.

2 square metres of foor area

<

and 3.5 cubig metre of aic Space.

A pnsorer once walked from
Minnesota te Boston inside his cel),

I figured out how many miles it was, how many focistess in a mile and pacing back and forth 1m my

cell, Twould count the Steps ... Some days, T collect bugs ... In my mind ... 2 am d’emorm‘m'h}vg this is the
cnvirvnm\?ni“you put me in, TIm locked away in the darkest dungeon and thers's 22 1’“.9’ cc rm'rﬂ down Yo visit
me ... thats my biggest company.” = Gregory McMastec, quoted in ‘Alone Inside” on CBC Meas (2013).

In this volume, the contents of your hft are (ﬂ?ed‘ But not every human action can be programmed pr predic/pc), Oyr
bedies always find ways fp carie out Space, tv refocus our atfention from the j?ﬂmefy to the lived (’xlacrfence, from the
contamper o e wntained.
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Amowgs" beited down staintess
J((CI )(Drr)l-fure,’ cold concrede )c/oors,
frosted narrow windows, and ynder
a routine as fixed as the fixtures
emb-edded into the walls detarnees
Find ways & make space .

These are all of the Hn'ngs you 04n
own, Stored in the twe drawers that

you are allptted.
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